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Gun safety is a public health issue and is 
becoming a public health crisis. As a 
nation, we are forced to acknowledge 

we are no longer safe in our classrooms, grocery 
stores, or places of worship. And so, a school 
nurse and a dean/interim provost are called to 
action – action through a healthcare lens of 
courage, conviction, and political capacity – to 
ask Congress to act immediately and not a 
moment later to see what gun violence looks like 
through a nurse’s lens.  

Why has this trauma and terror of gun 
violence not changed policy? Because elected 
officials have been focused on the politics of gun 
violence and not gun safety. If you are a nurse in 
any capacity, you know first-hand the pain and 
human suffering of gun violence. 

Compassion and Courage 

What are we doing to protect our children, 
and why are we here if we will not take any 
action? We cannot stay on the sidelines while our 
nation’s communities experience gun violence 
daily. We cannot play it safe because there is 
nowhere that safety can be guaranteed, especially 
in our schools. Who are we – as a family of 
healthcare professionals – if we cannot unite in 
compassion and courage to do the public good 
and serve all of society? 

We must demand the national professional 
organizations and the scientific communities that 
represent us take meaningful action. From a 
public health perspective, we have the capability 
to influence policy at the federal level, yet we do 
not amplify our voices.  Why not? Please do not 
stay ‘hog-tied’ to a perceived process. We have no 

time to wait for monthly executive board 
meetings to hope we can get a request for a 
statement on an agenda. Our professional 
membership organizations represent our collective 
voices to advocate and act. 

The notion of being apolitical and taking 
neutral stances is adding to the death toll. It 
would be a mistake to remain silent in this 
environment. Finding the root causes of the 
vector of gun violence is one avenue of research, 
but we can and must do things simultaneously.  

Stay Informed and Be Vigilant 

Brady: United Against Gun Violence held a 
rally in Washington, D.C., on June 10, 2022, to 
demand that the Senate take meaningful 
legislative action on gun violence measures. 
Speakers included Senator Chris Murphy, 
Congressman Mike Thompson, Fred Guttenberg 
(father of Stoneman Douglas High School 
shooting victim Jaime Guttenberg), and Manuel 
and Patricia Oliver (parents of Parkland shooting 
victim Joaquin Oliver). School nurse and co-
author of this Editorial Robin Cogan was also an 
invited speaker at the rally. She shared the impact 
of gun violence from two lenses: that of a family 
member of survivors and victims of two mass 
shootings, and as a Camden, NJ, school nurse.  

Nurses must stay informed and be vigilant by 
achieving health equity by impacting policy 
through nursing leadership, innovation, and 
science, and by participating in their professional 
membership associations. Professional 
membership associations leverage the power of 
their membership by advocating and enacting 
policy to eradicate the devastation that any kind 
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of violence causes to our nation and to our 
mental, emotional, and physical health and  
well-being. We, as the most trusted healthcare 
professionals, must seek to improve mental and 
behavioral health care and support for survivors 
of violence and trauma within the communities 
where we live, as well as for nurses and 
healthcare providers who care for those impacted 
by a violent event. 

Turn your courage and compassion toward 
supporting legislators who take action and 
respond to their constituents. There is momentum 
building from public pressure to impact political 
will. We need funding for research to address gun 
violence as a public health crisis; a crisis that is 
impacting everyone, everywhere in America. 

If you are interested in learning about how to 
use your voice to advocate on important issues like 
gun violence, please visit https://www.nursing
world.org/practice-policy/advocacy/federal/ $ 
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